
COVID-19 Screening and COVID-19 Testing Decision Tree
11.02.2020 (clarification to quarantine information)

*This document is frequently updated and should not be printed

May attend work or activities 

Does the 
student/staff being 
screened have one 
or more COVID-19 

symptoms ? 

Exposure Question:
Has this student/staff been in 

close contact* to someone  
confirmed to have COVID-19 or 

has this person been in close 
contact* to someone who has 

been told by a medical provider 
that they have "probable 

COVID-19?" 

Instruct the student/staff to stay at home or 
go home and ISOLATE 

*if student, an adult/guardian can initiate school-based
health center telemedicine appointment 303-602-8958

May Return to Work/Activity when: 

• No fever for 24 hrs  (without
medicine), AND

• Other symptoms have improved, AND

• At least 10 days have passed since
symptoms first appeared or since the
date of the test (if asymptomatic)

Positive 
COVID test 

May Return to Work/Activity when: 

• No symptoms for 24 hrs (without
medicine), AND

• There is a known medical diagnosis
to explain symptoms (i.e., chronic
condition, allergies, asthma, viral
illness, strep, or other)

YES

NO 

Negative 
COVID test 

Instruct the student/staff to stay or go home and QUARANTINE for 14 days 
from last exposure and monitor for symptoms 
(The quarantine is for 14 days even if staff/student has negative test results. This 
could last for as long as 24 days if they are unable to isolate from the COVID+ 
person since the last date of exposure is the end of the isolation period) 

If the close contact with "probable 
COVID-19" has a positive test 

If the close contact with 
"probable COVID-19" has a 

negative test 

YES

Return to Work/Activity Criteria: 

• 14 days after last exposure to the
close contact (even if student/staff
has negative test results), AND

• Not exhibiting symptoms

Return to Work/Activity Criteria: 

• If not exhibiting symptoms,
AND

• The close contact is improvingNO

May Return to Work/Activity when: 

• There is a known medical diagnosis to explain symptoms (i.e., chronic
condition, allergies, asthma, viral illness, strep, or other), OR

• The initial symptoms lasted less than 48 hours and there are no symptoms
for 24 hrs (without medicine),  OR

• Initial symptoms lasted beyond 48 hours AND now at least 10 days have
passed AND symptoms are now resolving AND no fever for 24 hrs (without
medicine)

o if student, an adult/guardian can initiate school-based health
center telemedicine appointment 303-602-8958

No COVID 
test 

*Definition of a close contact:  Someone who was within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes starting from 2 days before
illness onset (or, for asymptomatic patients, 2 days prior to specimen collection) until the time the patient is isolated.

Click here 
for cohort 

close contact* 
quarantine 
guidance 

If NO, ask this Exposure Question

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rBdLkPppzWDRFQOHmetvRcwollDOageq/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rBdLkPppzWDRFQOHmetvRcwollDOageq/view
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/isolation.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10NKNxPEvllVDKvXek5VNzFyNCu8rw_0z/view
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/appendix.html#contact
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10NKNxPEvllVDKvXek5VNzFyNCu8rw_0z/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_EpNDpNQ5tgL-r-xLqTFZQ-K2QtItR4l/view
https://www.denverhealth.org/services/school-based-health-centers
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_EpNDpNQ5tgL-r-xLqTFZQ-K2QtItR4l/view
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html



