
 COVID-19 Screening and COVID-19 Testing Decision Tree
Last updated 08.18.2021: minor text edits
*This document will be updated as health guidance changes

May attend work or activities 

Does the 
student/staff being 
screened have one 

or more Illness 
symptoms* ? 

*Click here to 
learn more

Exposure Question:
Has this student/staff been 

in close contact* to someone  
confirmed to have COVID-19 
or someone who has been 
told by a medical provider 

that they might have
COVID-19?

Instruct the individual to stay at home or 
go home and ISOLATE and follow the next steps below 
*Schedule a school-based health center in-person or
telemedicine appointment by calling 303-602-8958
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*Major: loss of smell, fev
*Minor: Sore throat, Run
vomiting, Diarrhea
*Unchanged, usual symp
*Schedule a school-base

*Definition of close contact: Children who were
more over a 24-hour period. Fully vaccinated pe
should be tested 3-5 days after exposure, regar

after exposure.

Click here 
for

quarantine
 guidance

If NO, ask this exposure question

Next steps for isolation depend on testing

Outdoor 
exposures: 

There will be no 
quarantines or contact 
tracing unless directed 

by the health 
department.
ria: 

ssed since
the date of
c) AND
t using

days.

Return to Work/Activity Criteria: 

• 24 hrs fever free without using medicine

*No notes are needed to return to schools 
(verbal report is ok)
*No test result can end an individual's 
quarantine period earlier than 7 days. 

Negative 
PCR or Molecular COVID Test

rom quarantine, instruct the student/staff to go home and QUARANTINE  for:
t exhibiting symptoms (no testing required) OR
 exhibiting symptoms with proof of a negative PCR or Molecular COVID-19 test
st cannot be given earlier than day 5 from the last exposure and they cannot

ontact with high risk people.
m Quarantine for classroom exposures: 
ted without symptoms (two weeks after last recommended vaccine dose) OR
ositive in the past 90 without symptoms  day OR
 were wearing a mask properly over the mouth and nose at the time of
d without symptoms
ndation: Fully vaccinated people who have a known exposure to someone with
nfirmed COVID-19 should be tested 3-5 days after exposure, regardless of

 they have symptoms.

eturn to Work/Activity Criteria: 
10 days if not exhibiting symptoms (if no testing) OR
7 days if not exhibiting symptoms with proof of a negative PCR or Molecular 
COVID-19 test result. The test cannot be given earlier than day 5 from the last 
exposure and they cannot  be in close contact with high risk people.

ivity Criteria for Vaccinated and Unvaccinated individuals: 

ms  resolved within 24 hours of symptom onset OR
INOR symptoms  and symptoms resolved in 48 hours OR

ave passed since symptom onset AND 24 hrs fever free without using

er >100.4, cough, problems breathing
ny nose or, congestion, Muscle or body aches, Headache, Fatigue,Nausea or

toms of a known chronic condition should not prompt exclusion
d health center in-person or telemedicine appointment by calling 303-602-8958

No COVID 
test 

 within 3 feet (adults 6 feet) of an infected person for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or 
ople who have a known exposure to someone with suspected or confirmed COVID-19 

dless of whether or not they have symptoms.

OR OR

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/appendix.html#contact
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S-bXk2yFdFAjBPUMfT-KvNMvz6EA2A9r/view
https://covid19.colorado.gov/higher-risk-severe-illness
https://covid19.colorado.gov/practical-guide-for-operationalizing-cdc-school-guidance
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/appendix.html#contact
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-qAUd4g8tYDZ4KKIlbCc_yG0wkEHjiXV/view
https://www.denverhealth.org/services/school-based-health-centers
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rBdLkPppzWDRFQOHmetvRcwollDOageq/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rBdLkPppzWDRFQOHmetvRcwollDOageq/view
https://covid19.colorado.gov/how-to-quarantine
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nhgGIbakyAJY3XJ2TW44sw7btXXqISBR/view



